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Saint Peter's Tomb
The Discovery of Peter's Tomb in Jerusalem 1953
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The Catholic Church says that Peter was Pope in Rome from 41 to 66 A.D., a period of twenty-five years, but the
Bible shows a different story. The book of the Acts of the Apostles (in either the Catholic or Protestant Bible) records the
following: Peter was preaching the Gospel to the circumcision (the Jews) in Caesarea and Joppa in Palestine, ministering
unto the household of Cornelius, which is a distance of 1,800 miles from Rome (Acts 10:23, 24). Soon after, about the year
44 A.D. (Acts 12), Peter was cast into prison in Jerusalem by Herod, but he was released by an angel. From 46 to 52 A.D.,
we read in the 13th chapter that he was in Jerusalem preaching the difference between Law and Grace. Saul was converted
in 34 A.D. and became Paul the Apostle (Acts 9). Paul tells us that three years after his conversion in 37 A.D., he "went up
to Jerusalem to see Peter" (Galatians 1:18), and in 51 A.D., fourteen years later, he again went up to Jerusalem (Gal. 2:1, 8),
Peter being mentioned. Soon after that he met Peter in Antioch, and as Paul says, "Withstood him to the face, because he
was to be blamed," Gal. 2:11. The evidence is abundant, the truth is clear from the Scriptures which have never failed. It
would be breathtaking to read of the boldness of Paul in dealing with Peter. Very few, if any, have withstood a Pope and
lived (except in these days when everybody seems to withstand him). If Peter were Pope it would have been no different.
Paul does not only withstand Peter but rebukes him and blames him of being at fault.
This reminds me of my visit to the St. Angelo Castle in Rome. This castle, which is a very strong fortress, is
connected with the Vatican by a high arched viaduct of about a mile in length over which popes have fled in time of danger.
The Roman Catholic guide showed me a prison room which had a small air-tight chamber in it. He told me that a Cardinal
who had contended with a pope on doctrine was thrown into this air-tight chamber for nearly two hours until he almost
smothered to death. He then was led to the guillotine a few feet away and his head was cut off. Another thing remained with
me forcibly. The guide showed me through the apartments of the various popes who had taken refuge there. In each case he
also showed me the apartment of the mistresses of each of the popes. I was amazed that he made no attempt to hide
anything. I asked him "Are you not a Catholic?" He humbly answered, "Oh yes, I am a Catholic, but I am ashamed of the
history of many of the popes, but I trust that our modern popes are better." I then asked him, "Surely you are aware of the
affair between Pope Pius XII and his housekeeper?" Many in Rome say that she ran the affairs of the Pope and the Vatican
as well. He hung his head in shame and sadly said, "Yes, I know."
Eusebius, one of the most learned men of his time, wrote the Church history up to the year 325 A.D. He said that Peter
never was in Rome. This Church history was translated by Jerome from the original Greek, but in his translation he added a
fantastic story of Peter’s residence in Rome. This was a common practice in trying to create credence in their doctrines,
using false statements, false letters and falsified history. This is another reason why we cannot rely on tradition, but only on
the infallible Word of God.
The following was taken from the book, Races of Mankind, page 161:
"Strained attempts to have Peter, the Apostle to the Hebrews of the East, in Paul’s territory at Rome and martyred
there are unworthy of serious consideration in the light of all contemporary evidence. At his age (eighty-two), that would
not have been practicable. In none of Paul’s writings is there the slightest intimation that Peter ever had been or was at that
city. All statements to the contrary were made centuries later and are fanciful and hearsay. The Papacy was not organized
until the second half of the 8th century. It broke away from the Eastern Church (in the Ency. Brit., 13th Ed., vol. 21, page
636) under Pippin III; also the Papacy, by Abbe Guette."
The great historian, Schaff, states that the idea of Peter being in Rome is irreconcilable with the silence of the
Scriptures, and even with the mere fact of Paul’s epistle to the Romans. In the year 58, Paul wrote his epistle to the Roman
church, but does not mention Peter, although he does name 28 leaders in the church at Rome (Rom. 16:7). It must,
therefore, be concluded that if the whole subject is faced with detached objectivity, the conclusion must inevitably be
reached that Peter was never in Rome. Paul lived and wrote in Rome, but he declared that "Only Luke is with me." (1 Tim.
4:11)
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