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Does Atheism Stir Up War?
Some thoughts: Religion likes to blame most wars on atheists or atheism. Even when religion implies that there can be no
real peace without it it is accusing atheism. That can be dangerous. And religion permits and encourages the publication of
materials that slander atheists and incite hatred against them. The atheist who challenges religion with firmness and dignity
is engaging in self-defence. And he is helping to protect other atheists. If religion gets strong enough in society again
atheists will suffer.
You never hear of atheists making bitter factions among themselves and persecuting one another. No war has ever been
fought in the name of atheism. Religionists though are infamous for fighting in the name of God, miracles and divine
revelations. People are prepared to wage war in the name of something be it a religion or God or political
agenda/philosophy. They fight in for something they see as bigger and more important than themselves. The religious think
they have superior knowledge given to them by God so they feel so sure they are right that they can wage war against the
"wrong". God and religion add fuel to the fire. Even if atheism were arrogant and produced wars, at least it tries to base
itself on facts not revelations. Also, the ultimate reason why any religion got established enough to gain great power and
influence is because of its marriage with political powerhouses. Consider how Mormonism ran Utah and consider the
infernal marriage between Christianity and the Roman Empire. Atheism, understood as a faith in humankind not God, never
had to marry politics to get power. It earns it. Religion could only make the problem of belligerency worse and creates more
things to fight over. Politics and war gave it its privileged position and only they can continue it.
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Politics is doubtlessly the root of all evil. Even when politicians do good, there is a catch. People can kill each other over
who owns a country that is little more than rocks and shrubs. Religion if it is a form of politics is therefore bad and
dangerous as well. But it is worse in the sense that politics is a necessary evil but religious politics is not. Religion when
strong enough tries to sway the government and get special rights and control hospitals and schools. The state complies for
it operates by the notion that religion is useful to the state even if it is untrue and superstitious. There is also the matter of
the government getting the members of religion to vote for them. Religion is open to being political and often is.

A malignant and scheming political entity and a malignant and scheming religious one have one big difference. One does
not necessary have to feel inspired by a supernatural force that knows better than man and the other does. No matter how
much harm politics does, there is more potential harm with a religion doing similar evil. And there is no way to reason with
a person who feels God is calling him to kill for some mysterious purpose. There is nothing you can do to prove the person
wrong.
Atheism's alleged bloody intolerance of religion

Religion likes to point about the intolerance of religion that happens and has happened under atheistic communism.
Religion blames atheism for that. The communist proclaims religious liberty for all. Thus it follows that the communist was
going against his own communism by persecuting religion. Atheism is not to blame. The abusing of Atheism is.
Atheism is purely a negative stance in the sense that it is the absence of belief. The atheist is lacking in faith in a God. The
bloody regimes of Communism were not based on the absence of belief but on their own kind of faith. Atheism cannot be
blamed for what the Communists did.
The Church says that Joseph Stalin the monster was an atheist and blames the blood on his hands on atheism. He ran a
Communist atheistic regime. But read the 1936 Constitution of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. It was the law of
Stalin's USSR. It guaranteed freedom of speech, of assembly, of meetings and street processions. It guaranteed the rights of
the citizen. It specified that arbitrary arrest was forbidden and that his or her home or correspondence was his business and
should not be invaded by the state. Atheism taught this. Stalin and the secret police violated it at every turn. Therefore what
they did was the violation of atheism. Atheism cannot be blamed.
Stalin facilitated and protected many churches and the religious communities relevant to them. There was mutual cooperation. He did not then hate religion in itself. He hated it only when it contradicted him. He obviously perceived that
religion and murder and genocide are indeed compatible. And so did the Christians who collaborated with him!
Religion lies that Hitler was an atheist. Christianity tries to avoid the blame for the Holocaust of the Jews. But the truth is
Hitler wrote in Mein Kampf, "In defending myself against the Jews, I am doing the Lord's work". In Vienna in 1938, Hitler
declared after the Anschluss, "I believe that it was God's will that from here a boy was sent into the Reich and that he grew
up to become leader of the nation". Hitler in Mein Kamph used the story of Jesus driving the Jews out of the temple to ague
that the Jews today needed to be driven out of society. In 1941 Hitler wrote to Engel the following words, “I am...a

Catholic, and will always remain so”.
The sayings of Hitler that disparaged the Christian faith come from dubious sources such as Herman Rausching. Hitler
viewed race as something that could devolve from bad to worse. He was not against Judaism as a religion as much as he
was against it as a race. He saw many Jews as pretending to be religious so that they could use the cover of religion to
segregate themselves from others as a race and outwit them and maybe destroy them.
Communism was and is materialist. It says that nothing exists but matter. More importantly, it says that nothing matters but
matter. It uses the scientific method. The scientific method is - observe what is happening in matter and in the universe and
the world. Form a theory about why it happens and in the way it happens. Do experiments to test this theory. If the theory is
proven, then we say we have discovered that we can predict that similar things in similar situations will have similar
results.
This shows great concern for being right. It should prevent people from being so absorbed in doctrines that they will not
change them. It is an antidote to bigotry. Communism sadly got dogmatic despite its wise endorsement of science. That is
the fault of the communists and not Communism itself. Religion in its essence adheres to ideas that it refuses to change.
Take Mormonism and Islam. One of these religions is man-made or both. The religions might have taken some of God's
revelations and ideas but could still be based on purely human authority. They look at the evidence that they are wrong and
they ignore it or downplay it. All religious war-mongering starts off with a refusal to let one be affected by and enriched by
the truth.
Whether we think our minds are spirit or matter, one thing is clear. The body and matter affects how we think and feel. For
example, if we are tormented by sickness our minds will not work properly and we will mentally experience tremendous
unhappiness. Misery is in the mind. So matter comes first in the sense that unless we look after our bodies, our minds will
have nothing to want to exist for. This is an insight that can have practical use. It is more important than the dogma that
nothing exists but matter. It is good for us to believe that nothing matters but matter.
We must not condemn systems that are good in principle but that have been abused and which have been used as an excuse
for war or persecuting others. Pacifism is not an option. However people should disentangle themselves from religion there is enough to fight about as there is. There is enough to give us an excuse for warfare.
Atheism and religion
Atheism has no religious beliefs. Atheism is not the denial that God exists though many atheists do deny he exists. Atheism
is rather the absence of belief in god or gods. Christians are atheists after all as far as Zeus is concerned. They don't believe
in the gods of paganism. There is no possibility of fundamentalism in relation to atheists.
Atheists all have different ideas and approaches to life. They make suggestions but do not enforce these suggestions as
dogma. The atheist who is dogmatic is really approaching religion in his attitude. The proper atheist doesn't do that.
Atheists do not see beliefs as truth. Beliefs should be taught as beliefs and not as truth. Religion seeks control of schools to
teach beliefs as truth. Jesus sanctioned this bigotry when he said that he was the Truth.
Thus we see that atheism does not have the dogmatism that would be needed before you could start a war just because you
can.
Atheism looks for sincerity and helps people to achieve it. The wise atheist does not believe that any God is going to help
people believe in the truth and that that entitles them to be dogmatic and intolerant. Tolerance means you allow people to do
what you disapprove of and criticise. It does not mean you must not criticise what they do. In fact if you didn't express your
disapproval it wouldn't be tolerance. Religion tries to stop people criticising it. No liar or fraud likes to be looked at by the
sceptic.
Any regime, even one that claims to be godless, can be totalitarian. But if a regime tells people that they are stupid so they
need grace from God to see the truth and the truth is that the regime is right then that regime is totalitarian in the fullest
sense of the word. Atheist systems even if they are totalitarian cannot put people down or deceive them to that extent.
Human systems are only human and not so sacred that they cannot be critically examined. Religious faith and faith in God
makes for worse totalitarianism than unbelief ever could.
Atheists should not be so insecure that they would need to resort to mass murder to see the end of religion. They need not
be.

People go to war not for material benefits for themselves or any benefits but to satisfy their sense of loyalty to the leader of
the country. Religion is a personality cult. Christianity is based on Jesus and Islam on Mohammed and so on. Atheists don't
carry on like that so atheism should lead to less war than religion.
The normal person will feel tremendous compassion for the individual. And more so when that individual is the victim of
random evil such as disease or poverty. These things can happen to anybody. The compassion will be made stronger if the
person believes the individual will lose everything at death. Such feelings should urge the atheist to work for a better world
and a haven of peace. Religion stunts them by making out that God has a use for evil and disease. Jesus told the poor to
make their poverty worse by giving away their cloak to anybody that steals their coat. Religious believers don't show much
of an inclination to go and help the poor for they feel that God will make it up to the poor in an afterlife. The atheist who
denies the reality of the supernatural miracle of free will will be able to look upon the most vile of actions without hating
the perpetrator. This is the fullest form of atheism for it says people are programmed and not free. All other forms of
atheism fall short. Pure atheism should not lead to trouble but to peace. It rejects all doctrines that can be used as an excuse
for persecuting people while religion reveres such doctrines.
CONCLUSION
Atheism has clean hands. Religious hands are stained with innocent blood. Religion says that its opponents like us Atheists
are making the world worse for it says it is right and they are wrong so we have to respond in self-defence with our
intellectual weapons and bare her evil black insides for all to see.
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