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JESUS COULD HAVE BEEN ENTOMBED ALIVE AND RESCUED FROM THE TOMB
The gospels say that a miracle healing man called Jesus Christ lived. They say he died by crucifixion and three days later he
rose again. The tomb he was placed in was found wide open with the stone that had been across the entrance moved back
and the tomb was mysteriously empty. His body was gone. Certain witnesses claimed that Jesus appeared to them as a
resurrected being.
The main thing in this study is to stick to the data and account for it with a possible scenario. The fact is, Jesus being dead
is not certain and survival is reasonably plausible.
According to the swoon theory, Jesus Christ went unconscious on the cross and seemed to be dead and was thought to have
been dead. Here, it is necessary to outline it to discount a supernatural reason for the tomb being empty.
Jairus daughter story where the girl was declared dead when Jesus said she was not could be a clue that his own rising from
the dead was not literal. The story says he raised her from the dead. It is strange that when the disciples knew that people
were saying Jesus was John raised from the dead and when Jesus said he would rise that they couldn’t recognise what rising
from the dead meant. That would only happen with a non-literal interpretation. The gospels use the very literal sounding
prediction that Elijah who went to heaven and didn't die would come back. They use it to argue that it refers to John the
Baptist who it is clear was not the literal Elijah. That use of scripture could tell us that we must not take stuff too literally.
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Some feel that Jesus could have been given a drug on the cross so that he seemed dead. John took the story of Jesus getting
vinegar to drink from Psalm 69:21. But it also mentions the subjects food being poisoned! John does not even mention
that! Do not forget that some think Jesus was poisoned on the cross to make him seem dead! As the gospel says
information about what must have happened to Jesus can be got from the "predictions" of the Old Testament it is
unwittingly giving us the right to presume that Jesus got opium or something! Cherry-picking prophecies is not an option!

The Gospels never prove that Jesus was dead or even nailed up. Many were simply tied to their crosses. The gospels only
assume that Jesus was dead so there is no evidence that he was. If they had evidence it would have been based on Jesus
seeming to have stopped breathing but that proves nothing. The centurion in Mark 15 saw how Jesus "died" and said he was
the Son of God meaning he was taking it for granted that he was dead without checking any further. This was the boss and
he would not have tolerated any of his underlings stabbing Jesus to test if he was dead so John’s gospel lied when it said
Jesus was stabbed. The gospel itself says the people who nailed Jesus were careless. It is no use saying that they could have
been put to death for failing to put Jesus to death and they would not have been careless for the gospel says they did
something stupid and people do stupid things. There is no evidence that everybody who made mistakes with executions was
really penalised with death.
The awful Handbook of Christian Apologetics says that if any Roman soldier let a capital criminal escape they were put to
death (page 183). This is supposed to prove that the swoon theory must be false. But how do you know that nobody was put
to death? If the soldiers made an understandable mistake they would have got off. The Handbook should be arguing that if
Jesus rose from the dead making it appear that he had been allowed to escape the soldiers would have been executed.
It also says that the soldiers were sure Jesus was dead when they did not break his legs which was done to make sure
crucifixion victims died and died fast. If Jesus had been expected to rise again and they did not want that they would have
broken his legs to make double sure he would not rise.
The not breaking the legs could be taken as proof that the soldiers had been slack. These things happen. The Handbook
seems to think everybody is very reasonable!
The soldiers, the New Testament wants us to believe, took time to examine Jesus to make sure he was dead. That is hard to
imagine. Surely they just broke the legs of men that seemed dead in case they were in a coma or ready to die and so looked
dead? Is it true that Christ's legs were not broken? Who knows?
Plus the Handbook does not really believe that the soldiers were incapable of letting a capital criminal go free when it
believes the Matthew story that the soldiers were willing to commit the capital offence of accepting bribes to lie about how
Jesus vanished from the tomb.
A soldier allegedly cut Jesus’ side to see if he was dead. The flow of blood from the side indicates that Jesus was probably
still alive after he was reckoned to be dead. When the soldier did not thrust him again it indicates that there was a plan afoot
to save Jesus’ life. John, the sole record of the incident, indicates that there was a plan to save Jesus’ life. John, the sole

record of the incident, would tell us if the wound was meant to be fatal but he doesn’t. At John’s time, some heretics denied
that Jesus died. Then John hinted that the wound was just a test.
A person not breathing was assumed to prove that they were dead up to a few centuries ago (page 89, The Turin Shroud is
Genuine). But it does not.
Val Grieve argues that Jesus could not have been buried alive for the Romans would have ensured with special care that this
could not happen for he was their most important criminal for they would die for it if they didn’t (page 12, Verdict on the
Empty Tomb). But what more could they do than go by the seeming cessation of breathing? And the Gospels say that Pilate
did not even want Jesus dead. If true, then the soldiers would have taken less care. If the Romans could be bribed to lie
about what they did at the tomb they could have been bribed to falsely certify that Jesus was dead.
The earliest gospel, the Gospel of Mark has Joseph of Arimathea wanting to bury Jesus so while Jesus is "dead" on the
cross he goes to Pilate and asks for Jesus's soma. Soma means a body that is alive. Pilate though surprised to hear Jesus is
dead takes him as saying he is dead and replies using the word ptoma which is the word for corpse. If Joseph was implying
Jesus was not really dead as in resurrected on some other level of reality then that makes him the first to say Jesus is alive.
The context probably is how Pilate knew this man had found that Jesus was dead which is why he didn't contradict him
when he used the word for a living body not a dead one. It would be very serious if people are saying Jesus is alive as a
man even when he is dead on the cross. The Gnostics said that Jesus did not die for he was alive in some other sense.
Some interpreted that to mean that his death was an illusion. Do we find in Mark then that Joseph was the first to suggest
that Jesus was resurrected and this resurrection had little or nothing to do with the corpse on the cross?
Pilate is surprised when told that that Jesus died so soon. Obviously, Pilate despite having had thousands crucified never
encountered anybody dying that fast. This would indicate that despite the lies in Catholic books, Jesus was not treated
harshly enough for it to kill him that fast.
We do not know if Jesus was nailed. If he was he might not have been nailed in the feet. The gospel evidence indicates that
Jesus could have went into a coma on the cross or even simulated death.
There is no need to believe that Jesus’ crucifixion was fatal even if you pretend that the gospels are inerrant.
Jesus could have been rescued from the tomb for people were going in after he was buried there. The tomb was left open to
cause a theft scenario to cover up the real story. Also, the empty tomb had to be discovered at some point.
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