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JESUS BY TRYING TO UNDERMINE SELF-ESTEEM MADE YOU HARMFUL
 
Jesus that only God should get all love.  Not you.  Not your neighbour.  He thus is undermining self esteem.  Jesus
commanded us to love God alone. Instead of self-esteem we are to have God-esteem. Instead of approving of ourselves we
are to approve only of God. Does that mean that a person can walk into a job interview and be confident of doing their
best? No for God is unpredictable and his ways seem bizarre to us. You can only have self-confidence by believing in your
own abilities not God’s. If God exists all you can trust him to do is what is best for him. You cannot say that God will do
this or that for you. You might think he has saved you forever but nobody can be sure that they have been saved. The Devil
might be giving you a counterfeit supernatural born again experience. God is no good when you need self-esteem for you
don’t know what he thinks of you.

Also, when you have to be more sure that you exist than that God exists or is good meaning that self-esteem comes before
God-esteem how can God-esteem be any good? You only have it at the expense of degrading yourself. You would not be
looking for God-esteem unless you had no or too little self-esteem. If you do not love yourself in the sense that you believe
you should be treated right for yourself and not God then how can you love others? I feel that the happy Christian has self-
esteem that is dressed up as God-esteem.

Jesus said that if people could do everything God commanded they would still be useless servants and ought to accept no
praise (Luke 17:10). This astounding advice came after he said that you have no reason to be grateful to a servant who is
only obeying orders and does all you want. Gratitude is due to the servant for he does not have to work for you and orders
do not force him to be so honest and he might be obeying but be motivated by generosity. Here, Jesus wants the servant
looked upon as a doormat. One wonders where he got his snobbery from. Only a mental case or a fiend could propound
such nihilism. It is base ingratitude to God to deny that you are good when you are good. We see that Jesus forbade self-
esteem and honesty in that regard.

Some object that Jesus only meant that when you do all you are commanded it is not good for you have not done all
literally. There is much that could have been done that you couldn’t do. This is a stupid and warped interpretation disproven
by the context which compares the people Jesus wants to obey him to a servant who does all that his master tells him. Why
should we put ourselves down over something beyond our power? Jesus is not saying that they will be able to obey him
completely on earth for it seems to be hypothetical. He is saying you should not praise yourself even if you fit the ideal of
perfection.

Jesus is saying that it is a sin for people to help others when they are needed. You only help people who do not need it.
When you are useless no matter what you do you should not try to be useful. You just carry on doing good and consider it
useless.

Jesus says that he did not command people to do more than their duty which contradicts his doctrine that we must serve
others and be generous. He said God was generous to us and that we must be generous in return. To be mean is a vice and it
is evil. The notion of good deeds over and above the call of duty is and always has been logically unacceptable.

 

You must have self-esteem if you are to love other people. You can only love others if you love yourself. For example, if
you hate yourself it is wrong for you to associate with friends for that is intending to inflict what you believe to be a terrible
person on them. But if self-esteem is just delighting in your own good qualities then everybody has got it though some do
not see it.
 
Cult victims usually have little self-esteem. Sometimes the cult leader tries to make them feel good about themselves but
only in so far as they do what he wants. All cults frown upon the self-esteem that comes from keeping your own identity.
 
Jesus was an extreme case of a cult leader who tried to control people by putting them down and getting themselves to put
themselves down. 
 
There are right and wrong forms of self-esteem. Self-esteem that cherishes your badness and perceives it as goodness is not
good. Self-esteem in which you see that you are not so bad and that there is plenty in you that is valuable is fine.
 
Jesus commanded intense hostility to sin so he did not allow the former kind of self-esteem. He said that concern for what
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God wants alone matters not what you want meaning you are very bad if you fail even though others may love you and like
you. He even said that hands that sin are best cut off.  He said we are all sinners and said sin must be hated intensely so
much that it is like gouging out your eye to stop you lusting. He said this to simple people who would have taken it literally
so that was how it was meant. He also forbade the second for he counsels that you must see yourself as very bad. So bad in
fact that you are better off blind than seeing to sin with your eyes intact.

 

So Jesus said that if your hand or any body part leads you into sin you have to cut it off to be saved. He meant this literally
in the sense that to make that work you have to cut your heart out too and kill yourself so he was saying that sin is the worst
evil and death is not as bad. The Catholic Church got that right for it teaches that sin is the worst evil and that death is better
though it does not command suicide but says death is God’s decision. What Jesus said then plainly implies that human
beings cannot avoid sinning and are totally bad and should not be alive at all. It also implies that good works cannot lead to
salvation. He never explained how to be saved when he said such things which shows the extreme cruelty of his character.
 
Christianity and its Christ aim to weed self-esteem out of you and to mould you into a pathetic hag ridden wretch with
absolutely no confidence. Religion has found much success by putting people down or persuading them to do it themselves.
Its victims don’t trust their minds and just let the clergy hypnotise them and endeavour to punish themselves so that they
observe the heartless edicts of God. Don’t be fooled by sneaky priests and ministers who run courses on making and
nurturing a positive self-image. If they really wanted to help you would they be encouraging you to let the Christ of the
Bible run your life? If they really wanted to help you, they wouldn’t be claiming to be loyal to the faith and then polluting
it. Polluted or not they are defending something evil and they try to take upon themselves responsibility for the evil of their
religion.

Paul and Jesus’ doctrine that nobody is good but God shows that Christianity taught that all are sinners from the start.

If we are all sinners then it is a sin to have self-esteem. That is claiming that your sins are good. Even holding on to one sin
means that the good you do is artificial.

The only thing a sinner is allowed to intend for themselves is repentance of every taint of sin because anything else would
be sinful. The sinner would be allowed to pray to be punished if she or he remains in sin. And religion says nobody is
wholly free from it so nobody can repent validly to be able to have self-esteem.

Jesus did not directly admit that he came to destroy all regard for ourselves which can only lead to an early grave after
years of stress, fear and ulcers but said he came to help us. But his commanding us to believe that we are sinful always
shows the terrible thing he really came for. His idea of helping us was to make us suffer in order to be good in his eyes.

Jesus told people who were confident that they were good and disliked others who they thought were not as upright that
they were not God’s friends. In the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, Jesus said that God was displeased with the
Pharisee for the Pharisee thought he was a better person than the Publican and told God about his good points (Luke 18:9-
14). The Publican pleased God for instead of concentrating on his good points or even mentioning them , he just prayed for
mercy. The Pharisee really believes in his goodness for he wouldn’t be reminding God of it when God could see what he
really was. The Pharisee was not pretending. The Pharisee probably saw his own wrongdoing as a series of mistakes to be
amended but not as sins to condemn himself for.
 
Was the Pharisee mistakenly claiming to be sinless? Some say he was. But the Pharisee doesn’t say, “Lord I have no sin”,
but only, “Lord I am better than this tax collector and I do this and that.” He doesn’t claim to be sinless or perfect.
 
The Pharisee may have claimed to be without sin at the time he was praying but he may thought he sinned earlier than day
and was now holy for he had repented and now he could tell God how good he was.
 
Some will say, “Jesus said that nobody is sinless. This Pharisee claims to be sinless so he is a fictional character - a person
who exists only in Jesus’ story. Jesus is not saying that a person can be all holy. He is just saying somebody can be perfect
and yet rejected by God for God doesn’t accept good works as meritorious for salvation”.
 
The parable certainly warns that one can think and live like a saint and yet God may not be your friend nor you his. Sincere
confidence in your own righteousness and therefore right to heavenly happiness will not save. This is terrifying and
detrimental to confidence. It reflects the doctrine of St Paul that good works get nobody into Heaven but only faith alone
without good works does.

In the parable of Matthew 20, Jesus says that God has the right to pay people the same as those who have done a lot more
work the same as the latter. The last will be first and the first will be last. He gives no evidence that this has anything to do



with merit. On the contrary, when the other men took the pay they were not entitled to it would imply that their merits were
not up to much. The idea that God can do as he pleases with his gifts no matter about merits or needs or whatever is sinister.
Christians say that it is only fair for God to have this freedom for we don’t deserve anything from him. If Jesus saved us
from the consequences of our sins and paid for them then we should be treated equally. Everybody however bad deserves
gifts that will draw him to become a better person. Jesus was denying this. He was also implying that it is right for rich men
to behave this way for he approves of the parable man’s behaviour. If he hadn’t wished to give that impression he would
have used the illustration of God sitting on his throne getting men to work for him and paying them all equally with gold.
The parable also was expressly declared to illustrate the point that many are called but few are chosen. This being in the
context of the last being first and first last implies that many are called to be first and few are chosen for only the last called
make it for anybody that is a follower of God for long falls away and that is why the last get saved.

Jesus strongly advocated humility. Humility is usually considered to be believing yourself to be less good and less talented
than you really are. It is impossible for it to be a good thing or a virtue if that is so. It is based on a lie you tell yourself and
others about yourself. It is a lie. But perhaps humility is not belittling yourself but is just realising that not what no matter
how good you are there is room for improvement? That would entail being honest with yourself instead of thinking that you
cannot be any better. Now to do this would take some confidence and pride because you look to improve yourself and
because you believe you can do it. But this is not Christian humility for Jesus forbade pride.
 
It is nonsense to command humility for everybody no matter how arrogant must be humble. Even the most smug and self-
satisfied individual there is knows he or she makes mistakes and there are improvements to be made. The person might talk
and act as if they think they do not but they are not practicing their humility but trying to disguise it. Since everybody
knows they have faults they know that there are certain things they can do better than other people and it is these things
they are unable to be humble about. Jesus wanted you to say you are useless all the time.

Jesus stated that humility requires behaving like a slave (Luke 17:7-8). He approved of this behaviour (page 377, Reason
and Belief). Christian humility entails making yourself worse than what you are.

God is ungrateful if you return to him the talent he gave you without making it grow for if you do not develop your talents
he will be to you as a hard man who reaps where he has not sown (Matthew 25). Jesus would not have put this in the
parable unless he thought God was like that man for the parable could have done without it. The message is that God is
never satisfied so we should never be satisfied with ourselves.

St Paul was the first Christian writer and so the way he lived can tell us a lot about his Jesus, his exemplar. St Paul called
himself the worst of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). He was a bad man, it is true, but by no standard could he have been the
worst. He put himself down. He said that he did not deserve to be called an apostle (1 Corinthians 15:9) though if all are
sinners nobody does. It was as if he thought himself to be lower than anybody else in the world. He revealed his attitude to
himself as an example for Christians.

If Jesus Christ could have been the Son of God then let us hope that he was not for then we cannot properly believe in him
unless we swallow all of the New Testament doctrine, hook, line and sinker. Suppose there are errors in the gospels. They
would mean that the Devil inspired them for God does not err. God would not leave it to some books to bring the world to
his son unless he inspired them. If they are not inspired then Christians are letting dead men tell them what to think about
God and that is wrong for it is preferring human teaching to the truth. Jesus rejected it when he told us to love God with all
the power that is within us.
 
The Christian claims that love is an absolute. It says that it is better to be murdered than to live and to fail to love
somebody. That is why it says that sin is the greatest evil of all and even worse than death. So if somebody attacks you to
kill you, you should be examining yourself all along to make sure you love this person attacking you and that you are not
letting yourself or sin. If you start doing that you can be sure they will succeed! The hatred we feel for the attacker and the
anger is necessary for us to get the strength and concentration to fight them off. It is an evil faith that teaches such things to
children. It only makes the child feel guilty about exposing the priest who is abusing her or his body.

Jesus was an ethical nihilist because he wanted us to pretend that some evil is really good. He was a slave-master because
he then said that we must do this on pain of sin and divine retribution.
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