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THE MORAL LAW OF THE OLD TESTAMENT LAW IS STILL CHRISTIAN LAW
The Old Testament was Jesus' Bible. For Jesus there is no real before or after so don't think of Old and New Testament that
way. The Bible claims to be a unity. But however some practices o the Old Testament have been dropped by Christians.
The Church holds that the moral rules of God that he revealed in the Old Testament are unchangeable for justice will
always be justice and love will always be love.
The book, Jesus The Only Saviour, teaches that the moral law of the Old Testament is still as true and valid as ever for
Christ paid the penalty for those who broke the moral law and only abolished the ceremonial for us by keeping it for us
(page 54). This is correct except that Jesus did not do away with the ceremonial. Jesus did not come to change the Law but
to make it tougher which is changing it in a sense but the Law as it is in the Torah is still intact and interference with its
precepts is against the will of the Christian God.
The book has surmised that because Jesus paid the death penalty for us that it would be wrong to execute capital
punishment because that would be making a sin paid for twice over which would flout justice. This is the chief argument
used by Christians and it sounds as hollow as it is which is why it cannot safeguard against Christianity managing to restore
the death penalty in the future for it is wrong and error is only of short-term value regarding preventing evil. Truth is the
only way.
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And what is hollow in the argument is this. Jesus may have paid for us but we still die and death is punishment if God
sends it for it is not a good thing. Even it is takes us to a good place it is still not good. The Bible says that death is
punishment and if we still die after Jesus saved us it is still punishment for death is death. So when the bad thing of death
still happens after Jesus saves you it follows that God thinks that you are so hateful that even when Jesus pays in full for
you, you still have got to pay. The Catholic Church is no position to deny that death is punishment for that cult insists that
though Jesus paid for the sins of those who die in hell-deserving sin that will not stop them going to Hell to pay themselves.
So since death happens naturally and by the power of God nobody can say that God forbids capital punishment. If the death
of Jesus implied it did it would also imply that it was wrong to send a repentant Christian rapist to jail! When Jesus did not
intend to do away with punitive law by his death that is a strong endorsement of punitive law.
A Christian book called War and Pacifism tell us that there are five different approaches to the Old Testament on account of
its seeming harshness compared with the New (page 21). They are:

Firstly, to abandon it – which cannot be done for the New Testament depends on it and appeals to it and Jesus treated it as a
certificate that he was the Son of God.
Secondly, to spiritualise it – this cannot be done either for Jesus used the book literally and looking for spiritual meanings is
silly for that makes you able to twist it any way you want and the book never said it was meant for such treatment but does
expect to be taken as it stands.
Thirdly, to see the Old Testament as true but to hold that Jesus has changed its rules so they no longer stand.
Fourthly, to believe that the Old Testament is still in force but no longer relevant for God gave it for a different time and
place. This is not plausible either for Israel’s history changed so much and the law was still binding on them and what is the
difference between two men lying together in Old Testament times and getting stoned to death and between two men doing
it in our day?
Fifth, to see the Old Testament as valid and true for today in all that it says except that Jesus made it tougher – for example,
the law that lying was wrong was stretched to the degree that Jesus wanted us to be so truthful that we would not need oaths
though they were permitted by the law. This approach makes the law liberal compared to the teaching of Christ.
The book states that only options four and five are feasible (page 22). Incidentally, the book boasts that in the Old
Testament wars the wars were very clearly sanctioned and commanded by God (page 31) which is an attempt to say that we
should not kill when the Law tells us to unless we become prophets and God tells us to obey the Law. It tells us to look up
Judges 7 as an example. But when it was a prophet or a leader of the army who got the command what use is that?
Anybody could say God told him we should fight. The Bible is bigoted and reckless.
Christians who know what God is supposed to have said believe that there is no conflict between the Old and New
Testaments (page 23, War and the Gospel) because they were given by the God who never changes.

So if God wrote the Bible or inspired it then he meant for there to be no conflict so one affirms the other. To say you love
and respect the New Testament is to pay homage to the Old whether you like it or not. The Old and New Testament is a
division made by scholars but the Bible claims to be just the testament. Remember that.
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