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MAGIC AND THE NEW PHYSICS
Imagine somebody reports that a statue of Jesus moved its lips and talked to them.
Would that be a miracle - a supernatural event?
Remarkably some Christians say that the molecules comprising the statue's mouth can go wrong and the lips can speak.
They say physics allows for such blips. But they add that they agree with physics that "the odds against such a coincidence
are unimaginably great but they are not incalculably great" (see page 12, Answering the New Atheism: Dismantling
Dawkins Case Against God). They would accept that the event need not be a miracle. I sure they would add that on the
other hand it could be a miracle. So nobody knows.
But it would be most rational to assume that it could be a blip and thus natural. Why assume it could be anything else?
Science has shown blips may happen but can never prove that a miracle has happened or that we should assume miracles
are possible. An event assumed to be a miracle might only be a blip. So the resurrection of Jesus would not prove he is
really our saviour.
Suppose a statue bleeds as a result of a blip. Clearly if the blip is unimaginably unlikely you need remarkable evidence to
verify that it happened. You need excellent evidence that it really was a blip and not just somebody's mistaken
interpretation.

Magic believers presuppose that the future is not fixed or determined or programmed in advance. So you can change the
odds in your favour by doing miracles through magic. They think that Quantum Physics verifies these beliefs of theirs.
But...
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Even if miracles happen, it does not follow that any of the miracles reported by religion are believable. That depends on
how good the evidence is for them. We cannot merely take a person's word for it about the blips so why the miracles? We
need to check and investigate.

Keith Ward, More Than Matter?, "Quantum physics is usually taken to undermine a wholly deterministic interpretation of
the laws of nature. But of course it does not undermine the fact that there are laws of nature. What it suggests is that the
laws will in general produce predictable results, but at the subatomic level we will have to work with probabilities where
not all details are predictable - and sometimes this will result in larger scale unpredictabilities. In other words, there are
elements of genuine randomness, but even they are governed by laws of probabilities where not all details are predictable."

"No phenomena can be considered totally in isolation from other phenomena in the universe. This fact places constraints on
what possibilities are open within the system. As Michio Kaku says 'Einstein often asked himself whether God had any
choice in creating the universe. According to superstring theorists, once we demand a unification of quantum theory and
general relativity, God had no choice.'
See pages 94,95
Now we see that science denies that miracles have a supernatural explanation. There is no room for the notion that even if
randomness takes place, it does so under the laws of nature.
The creator by definition is not the Christian God for he had no choice but to create and make things as they are. The
Christian God has free will. Indeed an unfree God would be an oxymoron.
More than Matter? Lion, 2010

If you can do a rite and that makes a person love you, that is magic.
If you can turn water into wine by snapping your fingers, that is magic.
If you can cause God to change his plans by a prayer then that is magic. You are partly or fully the cause.

Magic is making things happen without using natural means. It's supernatural.
The person who believes that walking under a ladder brings bad luck is a believer in magic. There is no difference between
magic and superstition.
Magic believers and superstitionists are selective in what they believe. They may believe that the stars control all that
happens on earth. Or they may think the gods do it. In the same way, the believer who thinks that walking under a ladder is
unlucky may think that accidently breaking a mirror is not unlucky. The same refusal to be reasonable is to be found in the
Catholic who thinks that God would not have spoken to the Mormon Prophet Joseph Smith but that God speaks to the pope.
Its all bias. To encourage that bias would be dangerous. It fuels our tendency to prefer delusion to fact. It fuels our wish to
be comforted by our beliefs and suppositions even if it hurts and sets bad example for others.
Magic believers get sick and die and are no luckier than us sceptics about magic. That is the most important statement on
this page.
Magic believers try to appeal to the New Physics to support the existence of psychic powers or magic. They think they see
its discoveries and principles as showing that magic is real. But take the Uncertainty Principle - it says uncertainty is built
into the very nature or fabric of reality. It would follow then for magic believers that if you do a spell to get a job, you are
tuning into the powers of uncertainty and heaven knows what you might unleash. What kind of magic is that? It's no good!
Physicists such as Einstein found that in some experiments light was waves. In others it was particles. Thus light was found
to be both waves and particles - two contradictory things. Physics came up with a solution to the contradiction. The answer
is in the Copenhagen Interpretation. Light and all reality at its deepest level is indeterminate. There is randomness and
uncontrollable and seeming causelessness at the heart of reality. There is therefore unpredictability.
The Copenhagen Interpretation revealed that in that world there are many potential things that can happen. What happens is
actually caused by our observation of it. If we observe light as waves then the observation caused that. And the same if its
observed as particles.
Magicians and mystics are delighted at such a thought. They think it confirms the power of magic and mind over light and
matter. This leads to the insane notion that if you are sick, it is because of your warped interpretation and perception of life.
It's your own fault. It makes people think they make the world by the power of their consciousness.
The main objection to this is that if our thoughts affect the subatomic world, it does not follow that they will magically alter
our human level interactions with the universe. If we can influence a light particle we cannot necessarily influence anything
bigger. The influence only applies in the sub-atomic level. It is important to remember that this does not affect the human
level of reality.
If you make light manifest as a particle or wave it does not follow that you can control the universe with your mind. It does
not follow that you can mystically put thoughts in the mind of another. Experience proves that you cannot make yourself
the wealthiest person in the world just by casting a spell.
That settles it!
Also, light behaves as a particle or a wave because of our observation but is our observation something that happens to us
or something that we do? It happens to us. If you feel cold, it does not follow that your observation of feeling cold is caused
by you. It happens to you whether you like it or not. Whatever force then that causes light to be a wave, could also be
behind our observation. We conclude that even if our observation causes light to appear as a wave or particle, it does not
follow that we cause it.
If science really had verified magic, scientists would be making a fortune selling the best magical books and primers and
spellkits.
Magic believers dodge scientific scrutiny by inventing excuses for its failure. They say that magic helps those who help
themselves. They say that you must not sit back and expect prayers and affirmations and spells to do everything! You have
to get out there and make it happen the normal way. It is no wonder some spells seem to work when the practitioners of the
magic are making them work! Anything that cannot be falsified is mere superstition.
We conclude that there is no scientific basis for magic. Science insists on trying to disprove everything and rejecting all
theories but the most likely one and the one that matches the evidence best. But magic calls for belief not such scepticism.

Magic is a threat to science. To not be for science is to be against it.
BOOKS CONSULTED

Created by free version of DocuFreezer

ANATOMY OF WITCHCRAFT, Peter Haining, Tandem Books, London, 1974
AT THE HEART OF DARKNESS, John Parker, Pan, London, 1993
BIZARRE BELIEFS, Simon Hoggart and Mike Hutchinson, Richard Cohen Books, London, 1995
INSIDE THE SUPERNATURAL, Jean Ritchie, Fontana, London, 1992
LOOKING FOR A MIRACLE, Joe Nickell, Prometheus Books, New York, 1993
MAGICK IN THEORY AND PRACTICE, Aleister Crowley, Castle Books, New Jersey, 1991
MALLEUS SATANI, Suzanne Ruthven, Ignotus Press, London, 1994
MARTIAL ARTS, Mike R Taylor, Diasozo Trust, Kent, 1983
MIRACLES OR MAGIC? Andre Kole and Karl Janssen, Harvest House, Oregon, 1987
MYSTERIES, Colin Wilson, Grafton, London, 1979
PAGANISM AND THE OCCULT, Kevin Logan, Kingsway Publications, Eastbourne, 1988
POWER OF THE WITCH, Laurie Cabot with Tom Cowan, Arkana, Penguin, London, 1992
POWERS OF DARKNESS POWERS OF LIGHT, John Cornwell, Penguin, London 1992
PSYCHIC SELF-DEFENCE, Dion Fortune Aquarian London, 1988
SATANISM, Bob and Gretchen Passantino, GP Publisher Services with Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1995
SCIENCE AND THE PARANORMAL, Edited by George O Abell and Barry Singer, Junction Books, London, 1981
SECRETS OF THE AMAZING KRESKIN, Kreskin, Prometheus Books, Buffalo, Texas 1991
SPELLS AND HOW THEY WORK, Janet and Stewart Farrar, Phoenix Publishing Inc Washington, 1990
SPIRITUALISM JB Norris, The Christadelphian, Birmingham
TEST YOUR PSYCHIC POWERS, Susan Blackmore, Thorsons, London, 1995
THE AMAZING WORLD OF KRESKIN, Kreskin, Coronet, London, 1974
THE BLACK ART, Rollo Ahmed, Senate, London, 1994
THE BOOK OF MEDIUMS, Allan Kardec, Weiser, York Beach, Maine 1994
THE CHALLENGING COUNTERFEIT, Raphael Gasson, Logos Books, Bridge Publishing Inc, New Jersey, 1985
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF FORTUNE, Blaketon Hall, Exeter, 1988
THE DEVIL HIDES OUT, David Marshall, Autumn House, Grantham, 1991
THE HIDDEN POWER, Brian Inglis, Jonathan Cape, London, 1986
THE POLTERGEIST EXPERIENCE, D Scott Rogo, Penguin, Middlesex, 1979
THE REAL EXORCISTS, Leslie Watkins, Futura, London, 1983
THE SATANIC BIBLE, Anton Szandor LaVey, Avon Books, New York, 1969
THE SATANIC WITCH Anton Szandor LaVey, Feral House, Portland, Oregon, 1989
THE SCEPTICAL OCCULTIST, Terry White, Century, London, 1994
THE SCIENCE OF THE X-FILES, Michael White, Legend Books, London, 1996
THE SILVA MIND CONTROL METHOD, Jose Silva and Philip Miele, Harper-Collins, London, 1993
THE SUPERNATURAL A-Z. James Randi, Headline, London, 1995
THE TAO OF PHYSICS, Fritjof Capra, Flamingo, London, 1992
THE UNICORN IN THE SANCTUARY, Randy England, TAN Books, Illinois, 1991
THE WORDSWORTH DICTIONARY OF THE OCCULT, Andre Nataf Wordsworth Reference, Herts 1994
UNDERSTANDING THE NEW AGE, Russell Chandler, Word UK, Reading, 1988
WHAT IS THE NEW AGE? Michael Cole, Jim Graham, Tony Higton and David Lewis, Hodder & Stoughton, London,
1991
WHY I AM A BUDDHIST, No Nonsense Buddhism for Modern Living, Stephen T Asma, Watkins, London, 2011
WHY PEOPLE BELIEVE WEIRD THINGS, Michael Shermer, Freeman, New York, 1997

