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THE INCOMPETENT GOD OF MORMONISM
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"God translates a book miraculously and the book is his
word and it still gets lost!"

The Book of Mormon was allegedly translated from golden
plates containing Reformed Egyptian by the gift and power
of God by Joseph Smith the founder of Mormonism or the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. First published
in 1830, it is the only sacred volume that claims to have been a divinely inspired translation. None of the myriad sects of
Mormonism can be the true Church when the Book of Mormon is a hoax.

The Church itself would admit that its hard to defend the authenticity of the Book of Mormon. It would point to the fact
that every faith has the same problem. The Catholic Church for example when it tries to verify that miracles of healing
happened at Lourdes finds it far from easy. But ordinary people have the right to see the evidence before believing and do
not have the time for examining all that. A true miracle would be straightforward. Otherwise people are going to get conned
and fall into error.
The evidence for the existence of the Golden Plates consists of a testimony by three witnesses and another by eight. They
all agreed however that they did not see much of them. They were not looking at them day in and day out.
A Witness to the Book of Mormon plates stated that it was indeed a verbally inspired translation.
Smith got three witnesses and then eight to testify that the golden plates existed. This shows he was a hoaxer for it was
more important that the translation be verified than that the existence of the plates be verified. Yet God seems to be only
concerned about the plates. There is no evidence that the translation was right. The man who falsely claimed to be Smith’s
successor and forged a letter to help him along James Jesse Strang is dismissed by Mormons as a fraud though he chose
reputable men to be the witnesses to the plates he translated. Smith’s were all notoriously gullible and he said that they
were wicked men. Cowdery one of the three witnesses was known to be a conman.

What really makes the testimony of the witnesses worthless is that Smith inserted changes into the Book of Mormon after
its publication. This action of his was a plain testimony that he didn’t believe in it himself. Adjustments were made to fit
changing Mormon dogma. When the prime witness testified by his actions and actions are louder than words why bother
with the rest?
The Book of Mormon says that three witnesses are needed before any charge against an elder can be listened to (Moroni
6:7). Ether 5:3,4 requires three witnesses to see the Golden Plates. But we have only Mormon and Moroni’s word for the
Book of Mormon if we assume that Smith was telling the truth (which really just leaves one witness, Smith). Mormon died
in battle and who knows what Moroni was doing after that? So we really have one witness, Moroni! Perhaps they made the
whole thing up or Moroni alone did it? Worse, perhaps Joseph Smith did get gold plates and the commission to translate
them but he decided not to bother and faked the translation. Mormon scriptures admit that Smith disobeyed God and was
chastised by him after he received the plates. The point is, we have only Smith’s word for it that the Book of Mormon is
what is on the plates. Mormons answer that God told the three witnesses that the translation was true but we are not given
God’s exact words. Maybe he only said, “These are the plates of Mormon and my translation of them is to be believed”,
meaning he wanted them to believe his translation which may or may not have been effected properly by Smith. Even
Mormons now say that prophets can get things wrong because they misinterpret things. How do they know then that the
apostles misunderstood the resurrection of Jesus and that what they saw was not Jesus at all?
Smith claimed that Professor Charles Anthon authenticated his translation of a bit of the plates. The characters and
translation were written down by Smith on some paper and Martin Harris took it to him. Anthon always denied this claim.
Yet Mormons use Smith's claim as evidence for the Book of Mormon. But the whole point of bringing in the Professor was
to back Smith up and all we have is Smith’s testimony!
Mormons may point out that Smith could have been lied to by Harris and that Smith was only recording what Harris said.
But Smith took Harris' version very seriously. And it was Smith who reported what Harris said so was it reported correctly
and truthfully? Smith is trying to get us to take hearsay as verification. If Smith had been a genuine man of God and his
story was true, he would have done better than that. And its a strange way of proving something to say, "The professor said
the translation is correct and the characters a real language and if he now says different he is lying."
The Book of Mormon and the revelations that accompanied it make it clear that the work in producing it could only be
carried out and the plates seen only by faith. The Book of Mormon teaches that that only when faith is totally strong will
God work to do miracles (1 Nephi 7:12; Moroni 7:34-38; Ether 12:12). Ether 4:11 says that he who believes in the gospel
will receive supernatural manifestations from the Holy Spirit and know that the record is true. There is no evidence that
there was anything special about the faith of the witnesses to the Book of Mormon or even Smith’s own faith so the Book
of Mormon says that their visions and revelations were dubious. They are not of the calibre of some of the Catholic Saints
and they should be. The prophecy of the three witnesses in the Book of Mormon though fulfilled fails in that the witnesses
did not have good enough faith and committed terrible actions later – they were not even half-decent human beings.
Martin Harris was one of the three witnesses to the Golden Bible but God would not have chosen him though Smith said he
did. Harris was famous for having ludicrous visions and revelations even before he became associated with Smith.
Smith supposedly translated 116 pages of the Book of Lehi, a part of the Book of Mormon. They were lost and never
recovered or re-translated. Smith claimed a revelation not to re-translate Lehi’s writings but to use a part of the plates that
covered much the same period. The Lord told Smith this had to be done for if he re-translated Lehi, Smith’s enemies would
change the 116 pages and then use them as proof that Smith’s new translation did not match the old one so thereby seeming
to prove that he was not translating at all. It is obvious that Smith was making it all up for his enemies could not change the
pages that much. They could have forged a new 116 pages and still did that to contradict Smith’s account of what happened.
The episode certainly indicates that no testimony however good could salvage Smith’s story of the plates and the miracle
translation.
So Smith said he could not retranslate for some would see differences between the new and old one if the old turned up.
This is an admission that the whole thing was a hoax. Why couldn’t God tell him if the old one still existed? It was believed
that Martin Harris’s wife burned them in her fireplace. God would not let the precious pages be lost after enabling Smith to
miraculously translate the Plates.
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The witnesses said they saw the Plates inside their heads and after Smith manipulated and tormented them to think they
could see them (page 37, Are the Mormon Scriptures Reliable?). We don't need them to tell us. The missing 116 pages of
Lehi tells us that anyway.
The coincidence that Smith found another record on the plates covering the exact period for the missing Lehi stuff that he
said he was divinely banned from translating again must be one of the most startling coincidences of all time!

