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The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the fastest growing Church in the world. It traces its origins back to 1830
when a young man called Joseph Smith of Palmyra, New York, founded the Church of Christ based on the Book of
Mormon which he said he translated from golden plates that he found in a hill by the guidance of an angel called Moroni.
Mormon was the pretended author of the Book of Mormon and supposedly died in the fifth century CE. He allegedly
abridged plates he had to create the Book of Mormon. The book was translated with magic glasses and firstly three
witnesses saw the plates and later eight more were granted the privilege. Smith called out what he saw on the glasses to his
secretary who wrote what he dictated down. The Book of Mormon was supposed to have been written in Reformed
Egyptian. Smith proclaimed himself to be a Prophet and he brought out several revelations before his assassination by a
mob in 1844. He had claimed that the Father and the Son appeared to him in 1820 when he prayed about what Church to
join. They told him to join none for they were all abominations and the disciples of these Churches were all corrupt. There
is so much religious fraud going on that one or two frauds have to strike it lucky and get away with it. The founders of
Christianity and Mormonism struck it very lucky indeed.

The Book of Mormon is a scripture that was supposedly miraculously revealed to a man called Joseph Smith in the 19th
Century in New York State. He said that God sent an angel to help him find ancient gold plates. When Smith got the plates
he said God helped him translate Reformed Egyptian characters into English with the help of magic spectacles called Urim
and Thummim.

The Book of Mormon does not claim to be another Bible. It claims to be a missing part of our Bible. It is a companion then
to the Bible. Members of the Mormon faith say that the Book of Mormon is therefore the word of God.
The Bible is false and not divinely inspired so it is impossible then to see how the Book of Mormon could be anything
other than a hoax. Also there is solid evidence that Jesus who the Book of Mormon says was a real person who appeared in
America after his resurrection never existed and never rose from the dead if he did.
IS THE BOOK OF MORMON THE WORD OF GOD?

Joseph Smith taught that God translated the book through him by means of magic spectacles which was why he said it was
the most correct book on earth (History of the Church, 4:461). The articles of faith of the Mormon Church say that the book
is the word of God. The book means the whole book. The whole thing is allegedly of divine authorship and God is even
claimed to have done the translating.
The book does not claim to be fully inspired which is the main reason why it is best ignored. Nevertheless, it contains
prophecies and revelations which it does say are inspired. But the book is certainly a forgery and not from God. First Nephi
19:6 says that mistakes could have been made in the book. Nephi says that he only writes things down if he thinks they are
sacred and that if he makes mistakes it is only natural for he is a man. So Nephi is not sure if he is right or not. Mormon
chapter 8 says that Mormon’s work contains imperfections though he knows of no fault and that whoever condemns the
book will be eternally damned. Mormon 9:30, 31 says it speaks from the dead and the son of Mormon, Moroni, says that
the future generation that will read his book must not condemn him or his father for their imperfections. God is to be
thanked for showing it their imperfections. Joseph Smith’s introduction on the Title Page says that if there are faults they
are human mistakes and do not justify rejecting the book for the book is of God. This introduction is attributed to the angel
Moroni and is divinely inspired and was translated from the golden plates (page 18, An Address to All Believers in Christ).
The Book of Mormon never claims to be perfect. It claims to record revelations from God but it never claims to be totally
infallible. Moroni even wrote that if he and Mormon had been able to use Hebrew his record would have been better
written and clearer (Mormon 9:33).

When the Book of Mormon is not infallible how could Smith be?
Mormon 8:12 commends anybody who will not condemn the book because of its imperfections.
The Mormons might respond that these imperfections are just bad writing style and awkward descriptions and banal
language on the basis of Ether 12:23. But Ether was not the author of the Book of Mormon and wrote on different plates.
Anyway God would improve the style and so on in the translation.
When the book might be fallible in matters of history and science the way is opened for the Mormons to advance a liberal
understanding that the book gives the word of God but is not always factually correct. This helps the Church not to look
stupid when the fact that there is no evidence that anything the book says is true becomes too much to bear. It would be a
tragedy if the Church began to admit human error in the Book of Mormon for it would do away with many of the evidences
against the Mormon Church at a stroke and make it stronger.
But when God planned to do a translation through Joseph Smith why could God not get the prophets to write without
making mistakes? Jesus appeared among the Nephites and to Mormon and Jesus commanded that some prophecies and
things be written down so why didn’t he make sure the scriptures were right? If the Book of Mormon is to have the right to
be added to the Bible then it has to be perfect for the Bible says true scripture is always factually correct down to the
crossed ts when it predicts the future meaning that it is reasonable to expect total perfection. These questions are
unanswerable.
2 Nephi 5:32 has Nephi saying he wrote what was pleasing to God but he did not write that he wrote only what pleases
God. Any minister would say his sermon despite its imperfections and errors is pleasing to God.
No Book of Mormon coins have ever been found. The Mormons say they used no coins but they would have had for they
came from a culture that used them. Mormons respond the Nephites did not use coins. They gave precious metals in
exchange for other goods depending on the weight. But this is no help to the Mormons. Alma 11 says that you paid a
shiblon for half a measure of barley which shows that if it is not coins we have here it is nuggets or lumps of gold and
silver. Nuggets or not they should be as common as lost coins are especially in the battlefields.
No Book of Mormon cities have ever been found. Smith believed that the science of his day could prove the book when he
wrote these daring things but made the book say it was imperfect just in case.
Mormon 7:9 says that anybody who believes the Bible will believe in the Book of Mormon too which is dishonest when the
book never claims to be the word of God and claims that the Bible is unreliable. If I should believe in the Book of Mormon
because of the Bible then it follows that both are equally full of error. Why? For if the Book of Mormon were infallible and
not corrupted like the Bible, then it would be superior to the Bible and we should believe in the Bible where it says the
Bible is right. We should make the Book of Mormon the supreme authority. The verse says that if you believe either one
you have to believe in the other. The Bible is more believable than the Book of Mormon. We know that some of the places
and people in the Bible existed and we do not have this assurance with the Book of Mormon.
1 Nephi 13:40 also says that the Book of Mormon will show the truth of the Bible and restore the many plain and precious
things that have been removed from it. If so then why does the Book of Mormon agree with the Christian Church in all
essentials and add barely anything?
Mormons say that the Book of Mormon in 2 Nephi 29 has God saying that those who say they have a Bible and need no
more Bible when they hear of the Book of Mormon are wrong for if he speaks his words once he can speak them again.
Then God says that it is silly to suppose that God would speak to one nation and not another. This argument fails because
God can speak again but may have chosen not to. This argument is trying to say that God cannot do that and must always
speak!
The Book of Mormon then rejects the idea that the Bible is closed and the Book of Mormon claims to be another part of the
Bible.
This is about what people say. It makes no comment on whether the Bible is accurate or not.
The fact that the Book of Mormon does not pretend to full inspiration proves that any blunders in it could be put down to
the lack of divine protection so that the Book can still be believed no matter how many blunders it makes. This is an
untenable approach. A book with no or fewer errors would have more authority.
The chapter speaks of the Bible. But the Bible was not called the Bible until well into the first millennium of the Church

and this was supposedly written between 559 and 545 BC. Mormons say that God translated the word used by the Nephites
as Bible so they didn’t know the word Bible.
Verse 10 claims that it is mad to suppose that if there is a Bible that it contains all the word of God for there would have to
be some word of God that was not in it. True but that does not prove that there would have to be new scripture or that the
missing word would be preserved. The logic God uses here is fallacious. Also the Book of Mormon says there can only be
one true Church of Christ and yet in verse 13 it says that the records of the ten tribes of Israel will appear as new additions
to the Bible. But there is no evidence for the existence of these records. It does not say how they will come forth which
opens the way for any Mormon and especially those ones who believe in the Book of Mormon alone to pretend to false
revelations, for the other Mormon scriptures put a bit of a limit on how far would-be prophets would go, and lead the
people astray. God is thoughtless isn’t he?
The Book of Mormon accepts the gospel account of Christ and the Sermon at the Temple is almost identical to the Sermon
on the Mount in the Matthew Gospel. Yet Luke’s version of the Sermon on the Mount is very different and why Matthew’s
version and not his? The differences between Matthew and Luke show that the gospels themselves do not claim to be
giving Jesus’ teaching word for word. Even the hardest fundamentalist agrees with that but insists that if the meaning is
preserved that is all that matters. Objectively speaking however when the wording differs between Matthew and Luke it
indicates that the early Church was careless for you need to watch the wording perfectly in case a mistake is made.
Meanings are not enough. Christians boast that it does not matter for the meanings correspond but still the gospels endorsed
a dangerous practice for they allegedly used only a small part of what was being said about Jesus which could have led
them to misinterpret him when they were paraphrasing him. To paraphrase is to interpret.
So if the Sermon at the Temple were very different from both Matthew and Luke it would have a better claim to
authenticity going by biblical standards.
We know too that the portrait of Jesus in the Book of Mormon is a product of the nineteenth century because it can be
proved that the gospel Jesus was not known in the days of Paul and the activities of Jesus in the New World supposedly
precede Paul for Jesus was in America in 34 AD according to the Book of Mormon.
The Book of Mormon says that the Bible has been altered. This means the Book of Mormon alone can be considered to be
proper evidence for the resurrection of Jesus. The three witnesses should have seen the risen Jesus instead of the angel
when they had their vision of the angels showing them the plates. Without seeing Jesus their testimony is no use because it
means we have to believe that Jesus rose because they saw a book that said so. But the resurrection is Jesus’ great proof that
he was the Son of God and the saviour of the world. It is not much of a proof but a failure then in that case.
The Book of Mormon gives no provable prophecies or predictions of the future to show that a God who knew the future
wrote it. The prophecies in it were largely written after the event. The book predicts that the Jews will return to their land
when they believe in Christ. They are back in their land today and they don't!
CONCLUSION
The Book of Mormon cannot be taken seriously as the word of God. This is what the facts state. Prophets and Churches
come and go but the facts endure forever.
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