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Reincarnation is the best gospel
Remember that we must formulate spirituality and religion in the way that is best for humankind and its needs. Humankind
comes first. So we must consider the advantages of faith in reincarnation.
It is possible that faith in reincarnation is grounded in the desire to believe that for all eternity we will be progressing. We
come back to do a better job next time. The other desire is for us to be all equal - nobody wants to think that an older
person really gets more of an opportunity than one who dies young gets. The problem is something must act to make sure
we don't progress too much. After all we have to do it forever! The doctrine thus backfires for doing nothing to better
oneself can be seen as good for you have all eternity anyway. Not progressing is progress in that sense.
Reincarnation teaches that this world and this universe is our home. We must look after this world for we have to live on it
for countless centuries. Because our loved ones will return after death we want to make a nice world for them to come back
to and we want that for ourselves as well.
Reincarnation teaches that we must accept that life isn’t always easy. Instead of dealing with the problems of life by
thinking, “It will one day be over and I will be perfectly happy in Heaven”, it is better to get the strength to find
contentment in the challenges of life for it will never be perfect. Strength is no good to you in Heaven. Strength matters
more if reincarnation is true.
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Courage, strength and wisdom are no good and not worth striving for unless we are meant to struggle against pain and
suffering and unhappiness forever. If we go to a Heaven they are no good to us there. Knowing that we need our courage,
for example, forever invites us to take it with absolute seriousness and strive to develop it. Love is no use if everything will
be perfect one day.
It is absurd to hold that a God sends a baby into the world just for a few minutes to let the baby suffer and die and go to
Heaven or elsewhere while somebody else lives a happy life into their nineties. Even if reincarnation does not explain this,
it makes it less ridiculous.
Reincarnation is a guess. It has no rational or philosophical or scientific basis at all. But it is not the worst of doctrines.
Reincarnation makes the most sense of life for many.

I might be a very different person at forty than I was at twenty. My body has totally rebuilt itself a number of times since I
was twenty. Yet I know the power to experience never changed. I sense like I have been living in my body since birth and
this perception never changed.

I being I despite the changes shows that reincarnation is possible. Reincarnation happens to the living. Why then can it not
happen those who visibly depart the world? The answer is that even if it can, it might not. There is no evidence.
An argument for reincarnation:

Reincarnation teaches that we value normal life so much and our material bodies so greatly that we keep coming back after
death in new bodies. We will keep evolving and devolving forever.
Our lovely down to earth teaching is a better way than the resurrection thesis to honour the body and the mysteries of birth,
life, joy, suffering and death. The resurrection idea demeans our current bodies by suggesting they need to be turned into
something magical and immortal. Reincarnation teaches that having a body is so precious that we are willing to incarnate
ourselves into this imperfect and sometimes frightening world to have one. It urges us to do all we can to avoid death and if
it is inevitable only then may we accept it for we wish to die in peace.
Why do we value being incarnate beings so much?
Because as spirit beings we are somehow lacking unless we have a real body.
Because we need bodies to have relationships. We do not need suffering but the risk of suffering. We need change to
happen. Change involves risk. We need all this so that we can love.
Because as material beings we can learn about the universe through our senses. Without the body it is very very difficult to
do that. It was very difficult for us as spirit beings to organise the universe.

Though we forget our previous lives, we still benefit from the results of those lives. If you learned how to drive, you can
send the talent to drive into the universe so that it will return to you in a future life. Child prodigies have received the
talents and energies that they sent themselves from previous incarnations.
Our memories are lost with the death of the body and we don't need them. What age are you now? Ten? Twenty? A
hundred? You have lost the vast majority of your memories anyway. And whatever memories you have will not be fully
accurate. And it didn't do you much harm. Losing your memories doesn't mean you weren't alive when the events were
happening. You could have had previous lives although you cannot recall them.
Refutation:
We don't need believe in many lives to value the life we have.
The argument is sheer advertising pitch.
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The Web
www.csicop.org/sb/9803/reincarnation.html
Case of Reincarnation Re-examined by Joe Nickell. This refutes the reincarnation claims of Jenny Cockell.
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