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THE SECOND PROBATION - DO YOU GET A SECOND CHANCE IF YOU CHOOSE DAMNATION AT
DEATH?
Believers in everlasting punishing disagree about whether it is those who die in their sins who undergo it or those who die
in their sins and fail to use their second chance to get into Heaven.
Some say the second chance is only for those who never heard the Gospel of Jesus.
For those who consider the Book of Wisdom to be scripture chapter 5 verses 13-17 should prove interesting. Here it is said
that there is no hope for the wicked who die for unlike them the just will live forever.
Believers in the Second Probation appeal to Ezekiel 16:48-63. Ezekiel only promises that God will exalt the sinful places
like Sodom to shame Judah. He says nothing about a second chance for salvation. The prophecy of exaltation is more like
irony than something to be literally fulfilled. Its like saying, “I will bless your evil brother instead of you”, while not
intending to do that at all but just getting across the idea that you are worse than your brother.

Here are the texts that are twisted to make them teach the theory of a second probation.
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They argue that God would not make Jesus the only Saviour and the only way to God (John 14:6) if those who did not hear
the gospel would have no chance of salvation. They say since God wants all to believe he would give all the chance to learn
about his son. But God could do that right now instead of waiting until after death. He could send an angel to every person
on earth. When he won’t he is perfectly capable of letting a person die without knowing Jesus. Moreover, if a person is
sincere but pagan Jesus should save him though the Bible denies it. The person who senses that there is some saving being
can be saved by that being without knowing much about him. This person has implicit faith in Jesus and the Bible says that
faith is absolutely essential for salvation (Hebrews 11:6). But the Bible is a bigoted book and denigrates this faith.

Mark 6:11 and Matthew 10:15, 11:22, 24 says that any town that will not repent and believe the kingdom of God is at hand
will be worse off than Sodom on judgment day. There is no trace of the notion that Sodom will get a second chance in this.
In fact the implication is that Sodom will get the lesser punishment. Jesus is saying that Sodom did not expect the disaster
that destroyed it but the other towns are being warned and will ignore the warning. He is evidently saying that the kingdom
of God will bring destruction with it. The urgency of the message shows that he was expecting it soon. You don’t say that
towns that have plenty of time to repent will be worse off than Sodom.

Romans 11:25-32 is supposed to promise that the Jews who rejected Jesus and who belonged to his time will get a second
chance to convert. But that does not prove that the second chance will come after the resurrection like the second probation
believers believe. Paul wrote that one day all Israel will be saved. This evidently means the good members of Israel who
responded to Jesus for God will destroy those who don’t so that Israel will consist only of good people. It does not say that
it means the then generation of Israel.
Ephesians 4:8, 9 says that Jesus descended into the earth before he ascended. This does not prove that he went to the realm
of the dead to convert them.
1 Corinthians 15:24-28 says that all will be saved and that Jesus will have no enemies to bother him after his second
coming. All means all the qualified. Paul who wrote this said that some would not inherit the kingdom so it is all the
qualified. People who believe in everlasting punishing hold that Jesus will not be troubled by his enemies for he will have
put them in their place.
Philippians 2:9-11 says that every knee will bow before Jesus and every tongue confess that he is Lord. This seems to say
that all will be saved and converted to Jesus. It does not however. The knee can be bent unwillingly and Jesus grudgingly
confessed as Lord. The damned do the will of Jesus by being in Hell and have to submit.
The all who will embrace God and his love in Colossians 1:19,20 are all who are fit for salvation. In Romans 5:18, Paul
said all will be made spiritually alive in Christ though it is obvious he did not mean literally all. He said that Jesus was
believed in by the world which does not mean all. He meant all who want to be made alive in Jesus will be.

In 1 Peter 3:19 we read that Jesus preached to the spirits in prison after he died. But it is not said he saved them or meant to
or gave them the gospel. In 1 Peter 4:6 we read that the gospel was proclaimed to the dead to save them. It may mean that
this was done for them in their lifetime.

If Jesus did preach to the dead spirits to save them that does not mean he will still do it today. He could have gone to preach
to the Old Testament Prophets to rescue them for they were special.
There is no evidence for the notion that people can die without Jesus and get another chance to accept him.
The Bible denies that there is a second chance. Your final destiny, Heaven or Hell, is settled at death.
The most important verse on this is Hebrews 9:27. It tells us that just as Jesus died once to remove sins and save (save
means judge a person to be fit for Heaven here) so we die once and are then judged on sins. It does not mean that men are
judged at death the first of many times after death for there is a parallel between saved and judged and Jesus saved us once
and for all on the cross so there is finality in both (Hebrews 10:10). The parallel excludes the idea of more than one
judgment. It may not mean that men die and are not judged to the last day. The judgment at death and the final judgment
may be two events in time but they are the same judgment. To God all events and judgements happen at once for he is
outside time. So the decision is made. The verse does not have to mean that the next thing after death is the final judgment
on the last day. The verse has an important judgment in mind because an unimportant one that can be reversed is not worth
mentioning and comparing to the salvation work of Christ that judges a person to be good. The judgement in it cannot be
changed.
Hebrews 2:1-3 warns that we must heed the revelations from Heaven in case we should let anything go amiss for obedience
brings rewards and we cannot escape if we neglect such a great salvation. This clearly warns that all this is urgent and we
could lose the chance salvation if we are not quick on the mark. We are to convert now and not tomorrow. The urgency
clearly proves that there is no hope if you die and in some cases before that.
Hebrews 10:26 says you can sin in such a way that no sacrifice for sin even Jesus’ will be able to help you and there is
nothing to look forward to but divine judgement. This is spoken to the living. It is spoken to those who get the grace to
believe in Jesus and who spurn it by sinning instead of repenting. When they are cut off in life from any possibility of
changing then the rest of us will receive or eternal destiny, be it everlasting joy or everlasting misery at death and there will
be nothing we can do after death to make a difference.
John 8:21, 24 plainly say that if you die in sin it is too late for you.
1 John 5:16, 17 says that it is important not to pray for those who commit the sin that leads to everlasting punishment – the
sin of impenitence on one’s deathbed. This must be the sin that is meant for the Bible commands prayer for those who can
repent but this sin makes repentance and salvation impossible for them.
Luke 16:19-31 makes it likely that the final choice for damnation or salvation is made at death for the rich man is in Hell
and sick of it and mad for relief while his brothers are still alive on earth.
Ecclesiastes 11:3 says that where a tree falls there it will lie. This is supposed to prove that when a man dies his fate cannot
be altered. But if tree means man then the verse may mean that where a man dies he will lie. If does not mean that he will
lie on the spot forever for even the tree can be moved. It just means that when a man dies on earth he will lie on it, above or
below the ground, forever.
Romans 6:7 says that when a man dies he is finished with sin in the sense that he is delivered from it. This implies that
there is no probation or testing after death. The context is about deliverance from sin by the work of Jesus and is about
those who have accepted this. So it is those true Christians who die who are finished with sin when they die. If you want to
include the damned then the verse is saying that they do not sin after death but are frozen in whatever evil they are carrying
when they die.
The Catholic Church believes that once you die rejecting God it is too late (page 112, The Life of All Living).
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